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was derived the idea of human sacrifice was im-
possible.
It is clear from the Pentateuch that some Hebrew
or Hebrews had seen that if the difference we feel
between good and evil is based on realities, then
those realities must belong to the order of spirit
rather than matter. Our own personalities are some-
thing more real than our tangible bodies. The final
reality behind the universe must be something akin
to our personalities.
These golden ideas were mixed with and largely
obscured by heaps of traditional dross. But a time
had arrived when the art of writing could preserve
results of genuine thought. New thinkers with ex-
ceptional powers of mind were able to start from the
point at which the older thinkers had stopped and
continue their work of extracting truth from the ore
of tradition. In the books of Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy we see what priestly
scribes centuries later believed that Moses had
taught. Their profession in life was conducting the
ritual of sacrifice prescribed by tradition. In all sin-
cerity they believed that Moses, divinely inspired,
had prescribed this ritual in detail. In time thinkers
arose outside the priestly profession who dared to
assert that a spiritual god could not really delight in
the burning flesh of calves and fatlings. There were
others, like Jeremiah, who began to perceive that a
god, such as Moses conceived Yah we to be, must be
something more than the best and most powerful of
gods. Such a being must be the only God, and others
like Baal and Nebo no gods at all.
This line of thought led on to conclusions which
the national pride of the Hebrew was slow to accept.
If Yah we were the only God in the universe, was it
possible to hold that the Hebrew people were his only-
concern? In so far as other peoples conformed to his
law, was he not also their God? Must not his king-

